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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for computation of the state variables of a hybrid
differential-algebraic process model in succeeding time steps
on a process computer with a process interface, the process
computer being set up such that, via the process interface, at
least one process variable of a physical process can be
detected by the process computer and/or one output for influ-
encing the physical process can be output by the process
computer. In a computation process, a current mode of the
hybrid DAP is determined by evaluating the state variables for
a deviation of the current mode of the hybrid DAP from the
mode of the hybrid DAP applying beforehand, a mode-spe-
cific process model which corresponds to the current mode
being chosen from the group of executable mode-specific
process models and further computation is based on it. At
least one probable future mode of the hybrid DAP is deter-
mined in a prediction process.
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METHOD AND PROCESS COMPUTER FOR
COMPUTATION OF THE STATE VARIABLES
OF A HYBRID DIFFERENTIAL-ALGEBRAIC

PROCESS MODEL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a method for computation of the
state variables of a hybrid differential-algebraic process
model (hybrid DAP=hDAP) in succeeding time steps on a
process computer with a process interface, the process com-
puter being set up such that, via the process interface, at least
one process variable of a physical process can be detected by
the process computer and/or an output for influencing the
physical process can be output, and in a computation process
a current mode of the hybrid DAP is determined by evaluating
the state variables, for deviation of the current mode of the
hybrid DAP from the mode of the hybrid DAP which applies
beforehand an executable mode-specific process model
which corresponds to the current mode is chosen from the
group of executable mode-specific process models and the
further computation is based on it. The invention furthermore
relates to a process computer with a process interface for
coupling of the process computer to a physical process, with
the process computer at least one process variable of a physi-
cal process being detectable via the process interface and/or
one output being able to be output for influencing the physical
process.

2. Description of Related Art

Process computers and methods of the above described
type which are to be executed on process computers are quite
generally used in technical problem formulations to specifi-
cally observe a physical process and/or to specifically influ-
ence this physical process in order to influence it in the
desired manner. Often, process models—therefore functional
physical-technical relationships which can be described by
mathematical equations—are implemented on these process
computers and for example, for control purposes constitute a
mathematical model of the linked physical process, or math-
ematically simulate a process which is different from the
linked physical process and which simulates a part of reality
for example, for excitation of the “real” physical process, as is
known for example, of simulators. These process computers,
especially from the domain of control device development
(rapid control prototyping, hardware-in-the-loop tests), can
no longer be dispensed with.

Depending on the type of process which is to be computed
and modeled on the process computer, the process model has
different mathematical properties. Many process models con-
sistofa system of linear or nonlinear differential equations, in
the simplest case of a single differential equation. These
differential equations are solved with the known numerical
methods. Since the process computer is conventionally joined
to a real physical process, it is necessary to compute the
process model in real time so that process variables of the
physical process can be detected and further processed in the
desired time reference—defined by the succeeding time steps
on the process computer—, and outputs for influencing the
physical process can be output from the process computer.

Many process models, in addition to differential equations
or systems of differential equations, also comprise algebraic
equations which typically describe the behavior of conserva-
tion variables in the process. Simple relationships of this type
are for example, currents in nodes of an electrical network,
the energy constancy in a closed system, the volumetric flow
of an incompressible medium, the conservation of momen-
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2

tum in a multibody system and other secondary kinetic con-
ditions. These models are called differential-algebraic pro-
cess models, hereinafter abbreviated “DAP”.

DAP are often structurally-invariant, i.e., they fix the state
variables of the process model and the relationships between
the state variables a priori, the mathematical framework as
such does not change, neither over time nor depending on
other conditions. These systems can be transferred into a
complete algorithmic model—for example, in the form of
C-code—due to their structural invariance before the run time
of the computation, and before the start of computation the
structurally-invariant models can be optimized with the
known mathematical methods for minimizing computation
effort, therefore for example, by BLT transforms, tearing or
sparse-matrix methods. From the run time-optimized algo-
rithmic model then a process model which can be executed on
the process computer can be prepared, therefore, for example,
by completion of the above cited C-code.

More complex process models are, however, often struc-
turally variant, they have different modes which are charac-
terized in that, for example, different combinations of state
variables or different relationships between a choice of state
variables which remains the same describe the functionality
of the process model, these different modes of the process
model being activated or deactivated depending on certain
conditions. A structurally variant differential-algebraic
model is called a hybrid DAP. When the conditions are biva-
lent, a hybrid DAP with n conditions has a total of 2” possible
modes. Depending on the state variables of the process
model, therefore different parts of the hybrid DAP are acti-
vated or deactivated so that a special mode of the hybrid DAP
is less complex (in the sense of comprehensive) than the
hybrid DAP which is omnipotent and encompasses all pos-
sible modes.

Hybrid DAPs are transferred into an executable, mode-
aspecific process model which then altogether underlies the
computation process with all the conditions which occur in
them, which are linked to the state variables, and which lead
to different modes of the hybrid DAP. The complexity of this
hybrid DAP alone entails major difficulties due to the in part
considerable size of these process models, especially diffi-
culties with respect to real time computation capacity. In
addition, hybrid DAPs cannot be well optimized mathemati-
cally due to the case differences contained in them; this is
likewise disadvantageous for the run time behavior.

In order to be able to carry out the computation process, in
each time step based on a more slender, mode-specific pro-
cess model, it is conceivable to extract from the hybrid DAP
all possible mode-specific DAPs, each of these mode-specific
DAPs being stripped of case differences and thus all parts of
the hybrid DAP which are not needed, as a result of which
each mode-specific DAP can be optimized with known math-
ematical methods and can be transferred into a “fast”, execut-
able mode-specific process model. The totality of all possible
executable mode-specific process models can then be sup-
plied to a group of executable mode-specific process models.
This procedure is problematic in practice since the group of
executable mode-specific process models can be extremely
large (2" executable mode-specific process models for n
binary case differences) and entails a considerable memory
demand and moreover the preprocessing of the hybrid DAP
can be very tedious. Often, this also applies when prior to real
time execution the modes which actually occur are known
and not all possible executable mode-specific process mod-
els, but only certain executable mode-specific process mod-
els, need be generated and extracted.
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In one computation process, by evaluating the state vari-
ables a current mode of the hybrid DAP is then determined, in
deviation of the current mode of the hybrid DAP from the
mode of the hybrid DAP which applies beforehand, an
executable mode-specific process model which corresponds
to the current mode is selected from the group of executable
mode-specific process models and further computation is
based on it.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Therefore, the object of this invention is to provide a
method for computation of the state variables of a hybrid DAP
with which a prompt computation of the different modes of
the hybrid DAP is possible for a memory load on the process
computer which has been reduced if possible.

The derived and described object in the above explained
method for computation of the state variables of a hybrid
differential-algebraic process model is achieved in that, for
the run time of the computation in a prediction process, at
least one probable future mode of the hybrid DAP is deter-
mined by evaluation of the state variables, from the hybrid
DAP the mode-specific DAP which corresponds to the deter-
mined probable future mode is extracted, from the extracted
mode-specific DAP an executable mode-specific process
model is produced and supplied to the group of executable
mode-specific process models.

In the aforementioned group of executable mode-specific
process models, those mode-specific process models are pro-
vided whose future use seems probable based on current
values of the state variables. The group can also contain only
a single executable mode-specific process model, for
example, when this mode-specific process model constitutes
the solely possible future follow-up mode of the hybrid DAP
or however the overwhelmingly probable follow-up mode of
the hybrid DAP.

If for, example, it is assumed that a motor with the associ-
ated gear train is computed by a hybrid DAP on the process
computer, it is conceivable that the different gear stages form
different modes of the corresponding hybrid DAP. If it is,
furthermore, assumed that a change of gear ordinarily takes
place in one stage, reasonable assumptions for the gears used
in the future and thus for the probably future modes of the
hybrid DAP are the directly adjacent gear stages of the gear
stage which is being currently used.

In the aforementioned prediction process, those consider-
ations are considered which are always based on evaluation of
the state variables of the process model. Then the mode-
specific DAPs which correspond to the future modes which
seem probable are extracted—ypossibly only a single mode-
specific DAP is also extracted—from the encompassing
hybrid DAP in which all case configurations are considered,
an executable mode-specific process model being produced
from each extracted mode-specific DAP, therefore code
which can be executed on the process computer.

In an especially advantageous configuration of the method
in accordance with the invention, it is provided that the pre-
diction process is executed simultaneously with the compu-
tation process. This is preferably done with hardware by the
computation process and the prediction process being
executed on different computation units, especially specifi-
cally on different computation units of the process computer.
These computation units can be, for example, different pro-
cessors of the process computer or also different cores of the
processor of the process computer; what is important is sim-
ply that, here, a genuine parallelism of the computation pro-
cess and of the prediction process can be carried out.
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Process models—no matter what type—are computed on
process computers using numerical methods in succeeding
time steps, and the computation can be carried out entirely in
different time references—sampling frequencies. At the start
of'each time step, and thus, computation step, in any case, the
current data underlying the computation, therefore values of
the state variables, must be acquired which are either results
of the time steps which have been computed beforehand or
also which have been currently detected by the process via the
process interface. The result of the computation process
within this time step is then a new set of state variables which
are optionally output for influencing the linked physical pro-
cess via the process interface of the process computer and are
also output as outputs.

Based on the newly determined, current state variables, it is
then possible to decide whether there is possibly a mode
change. In order to carry out the prediction process altogether
on a standard data basis, therefore in one preferred configu-
ration of the method, it is provided that the prediction process
take place based on consistent state variables, therefore based
on a set of state variables which originate from a common
time step, therefore not based on a set of state variables which
originate from different time steps. In particular, it can be
provided here that the computation process is executed with a
higher priority than the prediction process so that in any case
in the time reference used there are current state variables
even if the prediction process is deferred. This underlies the
experience that generally a host of time steps and thus com-
putation steps for the computation process is carried out
within one mode of the hybrid DAP before a mode change
occurs.

According to another preferred configuration of the
method in accordance with the invention, the state variables
are evaluated by extrapolation of the state variables within the
prediction processes by, therefore, the historical development
of'the state variables being projected by corresponding math-
ematical extrapolation methods in the domain of future time
steps of the computation process. This can take place for
example, by linear extrapolation or also by polynomial
extrapolation, and a different number of preceding values of
the state variables can be used. In one especially advanta-
geous version of the aforementioned method solely the mode-
relevant state variables are used for extrapolation, therefore
those state variables on which the conditions for switching of
the different modes of the hybrid DAP depend.

In another especially advantageous configuration of the
method in accordance with the invention, it is provided that
those future modes of the hybrid DAP are classified as prob-
able which are adjacent to the mode which applies before-
hand. Here, those modes which occur as follow-up modes
according to experience are considered adjacent, as had been
explained initially on the example of the gears of a transmis-
sion, but in general those modes can also be considered adja-
cent which are achieved by the smallest possible changes of
the state variables. This method is especially promising in
those modes of the hybrid DAP which are influenced by
externally determined state variables. This can be, for
example, state variables which depend on an operator, and
thus, are subject to the will of the operator, or also those state
variables which are state variables of the physical process
which has been linked via the process interface and which are
received from the process computer via the process interface.
In this respect, it is especially advantageous here when those
modes as the mode which applies beforehand are regarded as
adjacent, which are achieved by the smallest possible changes
of'the state variables which have been externally determined.
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In another preferred configuration of the method which
comprises the invention, it is provided that executable mode-
specific process models which have been produced for prob-
able future modes of the hybrid DAP are left in the group so
that the group contains not only the fully currently deter-
mined probable future modes or the mode-specific process
models which correspond to these modes, but also other
executable mode-specific process models which correspond
or corresponded to the historical future modes which have
been determined to be probable. This version of the method
takes into account the circumstance that the determination of
probable future modes, but especially also the generation of
executable mode-specific process models, entails a major
computer cost which, as long as there is sufficient memory
anyway on the process computer, can be reduced by the above
described measure. This altogether increases the probability
that the computation process and the prediction process both
can be executed at the same time in real time so that the real
time demands on the method can be satisfied with greater
probability. It is especially advantageous if a maximum num-
ber of executable mode-specific process models in the group
is always present, therefore provided.

In spite of continuously providing the group with selected
executable mode-specific process models, it is theoretically
possible that, by evaluating the state variables, a current mode
of'the hybrid DAP is determined for which the group does not
contain any corresponding executable mode-specific process
model which accordingly cannot underlie a further computa-
tion either. In this case, itis provided that, in the absence of the
executable mode-specific process model which corresponds
to the determined current mode of the hybrid DAP in the
group, the mode-specific DAP corresponding to the deter-
mined probable future mode is extracted from the hybrid
DAP, from the extracted mode-specific DAP, an executable
mode-specific process model is produced and used, espe-
cially is also supplied to the group.

It can also be alternatively provided for this development of
the method that, to compute the state variables in the time
steps in which the corresponding executable mode-specific
process model has not yet been extracted from the hybrid
DAP, simply the executable process model which corre-
sponds to the complete hybrid DAP is used to compute the
state variables, even if this can take much longer than the
computation of a executable mode-specific process model.

Finally, the aforementioned object is achieved in the ini-
tially described process computer with a process interface for
coupling of the process computer to a physical process in that
the process computer is made such that it can execute the
method in accordance with the invention and the above
described preferred developments of the method in accor-
dance with the invention for computing the state variables of
a hybrid differential-algebraic process model in succeeding
time steps.

In particular there is now a plurality of possibilities for
embodying and developing the method in accordance with
the invention for computation of the state variables of'a hybrid
differential-algebraic process model. In this regard reference
is made to the following description of exemplary embodi-
ments in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows the specific situation for use of the method in
accordance with the invention with a process computer which
is linked to a physical process via an interface,
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FIG. 2 shows a part of the method in accordance with the
invention for computation of the state variables of a hybrid
differential-algebraic process model, especially specifically
the computation process,

FIG. 3 shows the method according to FIG. 2, with the
prediction process of the method in accordance with the
invention added, and

FIG. 4 shows a configuration of the method in accordance
with the invention for the case in which the group does not
have a required executable mode-specific process model.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a process computer 1 with a process interface
2, the process computer 1 being set up such that, via the
process interface 2, at least one process variable x,, of a physi-
cal process 3 is detected by the process computer 1 and/or an
output which is not expressly shown for influencing the
physical process 3 can be output by the process computer 1.
This is the typical hardware situation in which the method
which is explained below in detail for computing the state
variables x of a hybrid differential-algebraic process model
hDAP is carried out in successive time steps.

The number of state variables x is composed of state vari-
ables which are used solely on the process computer for
computing the hybrid differential-algebraic process model
hDAP which for its part can also be partially output as outputs
for influencing the physical process 3 by the process com-
puter 1, and of those state variables x,, which are process
variables of the physical process 3, and accordingly, originate
from the physical process 3 and are transmitted to the process
computer 1 via the process interface 2.

The process computer 1 can be, for example, a control
device in which a hybrid DAP hDAP is computed for imple-
menting a complex control task. However, the process com-
puter 1 can also be a simulator to which, via the process
interface, a hardware component to be tested (Device Under
Test, DUT), for example, a control device, is connected, the
process computer 3 acting as the simulator m ore or less
simulating the outside world of the linked physical process 3.

Since the physical process 3, of course, proceeds in real
time, the computation of the hybrid DAPS hDAP on the
process computer 1 must also take place in real time. This
means that the numerical method which is ordinarily used on
the process computer 1 for computing the hybrid DAP hDAP
must be carried out in a sampling frequency which is defined
by the succeeding time steps. Typical sampling period dura-
tions are in the range of milliseconds and fractions thereof. In
order to be able to meet the real time requirements, major
efforts are made with respect to the mathematical condition-
ing and optimization of the hybrid DAP hDAP.

One possibility for mathematical treatment of the hybrid
DAP on the process computer 1 involves leaving the condi-
tions which comprise the hybridness of the DAP in the pro-
cess model and generating an executable hybrid process
model (hDAP, ) from the hybrid DAP. This executable
hybrid process model hDAP,_, for computing the state vari-
ables is, on the one hand, all-encompassing, therefore con-
tains any case configurations of the hybrid process model, but
on the other hand, is also very extensive and computer-inten-
sive.

For the aforementioned reason, in the method shown in
FIGS. 2 to 4, it is provided that, for the run time of the
computation in acomputation process, a current mode m,, ; of
the hybrid DAP is determined by evaluating the state vari-
ables x, for a deviation of the current mode m,, ; of the hybrid
DAP from the mode m, of the hybrid DAP which applies
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beforehand, an executable mode-specific process model
mDAP,,, . which corresponds to the current mode m,,, is
chosen from a group 4 of executable mode-specific process
models mDAP,__, and the further computation is based on it.

The computation process is therefore based on the idea that
a complete executable hybrid process model hDAP,_, is not
used for computation of the state variables x, but rather an
executable mode-specific process model mDAP,, , . . which
is tailored to the respective required mode and which is pro-
vided in group 4. This mode-specific process model, as an
extract from the hybrid DAP hDAP, no longer contains any
conditions which could cause structure variance of the system
of equations. Accordingly, an executable mode-specific pro-
cess model mDAP,,, . can be executed much more quickly
than an executable overall process model hDAP,_ ..

FIG. 2 shows that, in a time step of the computation, the
current state variables x,, , are computed from the state vari-
ables x, which apply beforehand, the values of the state vari-
ables x,, X,,, deciding about the mode m, which applies
beforehand and the current mode m,,,. The current state
variables x,, , are computed from the state variables x, which
apply beforehand with the aid of the executable mode-spe-
cific process models mDAP, ___ which belongs to the cur-
rently recognized mode.

After the computation step, it is checked whether the cur-
rent mode m,,; of the hybrid DAP hDAP agrees with the
previously determined mode m, of the hybrid DAP hDAP and
for a deviation of the two modes, the executable mode-spe-
cific process model mDAP,,, .. which corresponds to the
new current mode m,, , is taken from group 4 and a further
computation is based on it, which is indicated in FIG. 2 by the
curved arrow between group 4 and the computation process.

Furthermore, the method explained here is also character-
ized by a prediction process which is shown in FIG. 3 to
supplement the computation process from FIG. 2. In the
prediction process, at least one probable future mode m,, m,,
m, of the hybrid DAP is determined by evaluation of the state
variables x, from the hybrid DAP hDAP the mode-specific
DAP mDAP,, mDAP,, mDAP, which corresponds to the
determined probable future mode m,, m, m; is extracted,
from the extracted mode-specific specific DAP mDAP,,
mDAP,, mDAP, an executable mode-specific process model
mDAP, .., mDAP, ., mDAP, . is produced and supplied
to group 4.

Ifit is found that a mode change has taken place, therefore
there is a difference between the mode m, which applies
beforehand and the current mode m,, ,, according to the above
described computation process, it is checked whether the
executable mode-specific process model mDAP,,, . which
corresponds to the current mode m,, | is present in group 4. It
is apparent in FIG. 3 that, in fact, the required executable
mode-specific process model mDAP,, , .. is presentin group
4, specifically in the form of the executable mode-specific
process model mDAP, .

FIG. 3, likewise, shows that, within the framework of the
prediction process, with knowledge of the probable future
modes m, of the hybrid DAP hDAP, the corresponding mode-
specific DAP mDAP,, mDAP,, mDAP, are extracted from the
hybrid DAP hDAP; this means simply that the hybrid DAP
hDAP is stripped of all the conditions which comprise the
hybridness of the DAP, and only those parts of the process
model are retained which are necessary for computation of
the corresponding mode. Then, executable mode-specific
process models mDAP, .., mDAP, ., mDAP, . are gener-
ated from the extracted mode-specific DAP mDAP,, mDAP,,
mDAP, which are present, for example, in the form of
C-code, here by compiling of the C-code.
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It can happen that group 4 does not contain that executable
mode-specific process model which is required for further
computation. This situation is shown in FIG. 4 in which it is
shown that none of the members of group 4, therefore the
mode-specific process models mDAP, .., mDAP, .,
mDAP, . which correspond to the probable future modes
m,, m,, m, corresponds to the actually required executable
mode-specific process model mDAP,, .. In this case, the
alternative solution by way of exception is the executable
hybrid process model hDAP,,, for computation of the state
variables x, which does entail the disadvantage of a slower
computation, but guarantees that a computation takes place in
the correct mode.

What is claimed is:

1. Method for computation of the state variables of a hybrid
differential-algebraic process model (hybrid DAP) in suc-
ceeding time steps on a process computer with a process
interface, comprising the steps of:

A) setting up the process computer such that at least one
process variable of a physical process can be at least one
of:

1) detected by the process computer via the process
interface and

2) output for influencing the physical process by the
process computer via the process interface,

B) determining a current mode of the hybrid DAP in a
computation process by evaluating state variables for
deviation of a current mode of the hybrid DAP from a
prior mode of the hybrid DAP,

C) choosing a mode-specific process model, which is less
complex than the hybrid DAP by only activating a subset
part of the hybrid DAP and which corresponds to the
current mode from a group of executable mode-specific
process models and basing a further computation on the
chosen mode-specific process model, and

D) for obtaining executable mode-specific process models
for said group,

1) using a prediction process for determining at least one
probable future mode of the hybrid DAP by evaluat-
ing the state variables,

2) extracting a mode-specific DAP which corresponds to
the determined at least one probable future mode from
the hybrid DAP,

3) producing an executable mode-specific process
model from the extracted mode-specific DAP and
supplying executable mode-specific process model
produced to the group of executable mode-specific
process models, and

E) to the extent necessary as determined by the computa-
tions of the preceding steps, using the process computer
to influence the physical process via the process inter-
face,

wherein the hybrid DAP is a structurally variant, omnipo-
tent and all-encompassing differential-algebraic model
and therefore contains any case configurations of the
hybrid process model.

2. Method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the prediction
process of step D)1) is executed simultaneously with the
computation process of step B).

3. Method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the computation
process of step B) and the prediction process of step D)1) are
carried out on different processors of the process computer.

4. Process according to claim 2, wherein the physical pro-
cess influenced is changing of gears of a gear train associated
with motor.

5. Method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the prediction
process of step D)1) is performed based on consistent state
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variables, and the computation process is carried out with a
higher priority than the prediction process.

6. Method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the state variables
are evaluated within the prediction processes by extrapolation
of the state variables.

7. Method as claimed in claim 1, wherein those future
modes of the hybrid DAP which are achieved by the smallest
possible change of the state variables are classified as prob-
able.

8. Method as claimed in claim 1, wherein executable mode-
specific process models which have been produced for deter-
mined probable future modes of the hybrid DAP are left in the
group of executable mode-specific process models.

9. Method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, in step C), in the
absence of a executable mode-specific process model which
corresponds to the determined current mode of the hybrid
DAP in the group, the mode-specific DAP corresponding to
the determined probable future mode is extracted from the
hybrid DAP, and wherein an executable mode-specific pro-
cess model is produced from the extracted mode-specific
DAP and is supplied to the group.

10. Method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, in step C), in
the absence of an executable mode-specific process model
which corresponds to the determined current mode of the
hybrid DAP in the group, an executable hybrid differential-
algebraic process model is used to compute the state vari-
ables, wherein the conditions which comprise the hybridness
of the DAP are left in the process model and the executable
hybrid process model is generated from the hybrid DAP.
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